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Editorial

In our National Office there is a display of the BCA money box over the years, 
beginning with Sydney Kirkby’s original bark hut up to the current cardboard version. 

All of them have the distinctive sloping roof, designed to ensure that the box could not 

be buried beneath books, used as a prop or otherwise hidden from sight.

Financial matters amongst Christians should always be approached openly. When the 

Philippian Christians expressed their partnership with Paul by sending him gifts during 

his time in prison, he publicly thanked them for their “fragrant offering, an acceptable 

sacrifice, pleasing to God.” (Philippians 4:18)

As a Society we seek to make our needs known to members so they can respond as 

God leads. We continue to be thankful for the generosity of so many who give through 

money boxes, in response to appeals, through regular donations and in their wills so that 

our mission can be sustained. Just this year BCA supporters have given over $120,000 to 

help churches and communities in fire and flood affected areas. In this Real Australian 

you will read encouraging stories of giving, you will learn how BCA-supported ministries 

are working towards self-sufficiency and you will be inspired by stories of how God is 

using your gifts to make a difference in people’s lives. Even when our giving is done in 

secret, God makes its impact plain for all to see.

Mark Short
National Director
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Giving Thanks with a Grateful Heart
“But now the righteousness of God has been 
manifested apart from the law, although the 
Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction: for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, and are justified by His 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as 

a propitiation by His blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, 
because in His divine forbearance He had 
passed over former sins. It was to show His 
righteousness at the present time, so that 
He might be just and the justifier of the one 
who has faith in Jesus”.  
(Romans 3:21-26 ESV)

I’m sure that I could meditate on these 

words for many years and still struggle 

to fathom their depth. But there is one 

outstanding truth here – God is generous, 

and abundantly so! He gives greatly to His 

people – justification, redemption, new life. 

And as we receive, by faith, such gifts, let us 

be a people who give generously out of all 

the good things that the Lord has given us.

This is a foundation we are keen to 

lay down here in Strathfieldsaye, that we 

worship a generous God. We seek to make 

Him known in our church, in our homes and 

in our community. We expect the Lord to be 

working amongst us through His Holy Spirit 

convicting, illuminating and inspiring His 

people. We also expect Him to be working 

in our community preparing those He has 

called to have ears that will hear, and hearts 

open to His call upon them.

So we must be people of proclamation 

and prayer, of grace and mercy, people 

who love one another as Christ has loved 

us. The ministry in Strathfieldsaye is a mix 

of old and new, with a traditional 9am 

Sunday congregation made up of faithful 

men and women who have known the 

Lord for many years. These are our pray-ers 

and supporters, who encourage and enjoy 

seeing young faces and loud voices roaming 

through the Church property. We also have 

a new 5pm Saturday congregation which 

is still in formation, with young families 

St Stephen’s in Emu CreekSaturday Family Church service
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Giving Thanks with a Grateful Heart

exploring our faith 

and being exposed to 

Biblical teaching and 

Christian fellowship. 

Then we have a range 

of activities that invite 

people of different 

ages and stages to 

participate, from 

Christian Religious 

Education to Circle 

of Friendship (a weekday morning cuppa 

group for those seeking companions), and 

Holiday Programmes to Life Group (Bible 

Study).

And yet the fact remains that whatever 

we do, whatever service we give to the 

Church or the community, nothing can 

ever come close to what we have received 

from our Heavenly Father. Forgiveness. 

Justification. Redemption. New life. Before 

God we were sinners worthy of nothing. 

But by His grace, through His Son Jesus 

Christ we have received more than we can 

imagine. So we give, despite the days when 

we wonder if we have much more to give, 

the times when we feel like the task

is beyond us. When we despair, we turn to 

Him in faith and once again find the reason 

we are here. When hearts and minds are 

forever changed by the realisation of God’s 

overwhelming generosity, we rejoice with 

heaven at a new life begun in Christ.

I could meditate on the words of 

Romans 3 for a long time and still wonder 

at the generosity of God. As we seek to 

serve here in Strathfieldsaye, the truth of 

these words resonate in our hearts, and by 

His grace, will do so in the hearts of those 

around us too. •

Steve Weickhardt
Strathfieldsaye Vic

The recent holiday programme

A Dusty Boots team serving at StrathfieldsayeSt Stephen’s in Emu Creek
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God is continually working through BCA 
Field Staff throughout Australia to change 
people’s lives. Through reflection, we can 
often see the tracks of God’s grace. This is 
Johan Van der Merwe’s story.

Johan and his wife, Liezel, are no 

strangers to small towns. Throughout their 

marriage, they have lived in a few small 

towns in their home country of South 

Africa. Then five 

years ago, they 

decided to move 

overseas and 

after spending 

13 months in 

New Zealand (to 

where Johan’s 

family had 

immigrated), 

they accepted 

an offer to 

come to Australia and the small but 

growing, mining town of Roxby Downs.

It seemed like a great opportunity, 

but Johan and Liezel found the initial 

experience more trying than expected. They 

had planned to start a family straightaway, 

but it just wasn’t God’s plan for them at 

that stage. Instead, they found themselves 

isolated and their patience being tested. As 

Johan says, “When we got here, we didn’t 

know anyone except one family, we didn’t 

have any family here, it’s in the middle of 

nowhere and we’d made this big decision to 

start a family and then couldn’t. We were 

struggling and didn’t have any family or 

support.”

Johan says that one of the main 

things that helped them was joining the 

BCA-supported Roxby Downs Christian 

Community Church (RDCCC). “Being part 

of the Roxby Downs Community Church 

was really amazing. A lot of people prayed 

for us and we just quickly connected to 

the church and to the community.” Shortly 

after, God even blessed them with a baby 

boy, Daniel, 

and then a girl, 

Leza, 18 months 

later. They 

are currently 

expecting their 

third child due 

in July.

Looking 

back, Johan 

has realised 

that God not 

only blessed them with a family but also 

challenged their faith through RDCCC. “If 

I look back at my life, I would say I was a 

lukewarm Christian in South Africa. It’s easy 

to be a Christian there, no one questions 

your belief and it’s quite a Christian society. 

So yes, I was born in a Christian home 

but to be honest, it really feels like I’ve 

only been a Christian for four years, since 

we came to Australia. I’ve really learned 

through my dealings with the Community 

Church and the Holy Spirit how to be a 

Christian the way God intended us to be.”

Part of the challenge came through 

working in a secular industry. “For the first 

time, I worked with people who weren’t 

Tracks of Grace

Owen and Mary Lewis with the Van der Merwes 
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Christian and who didn’t understand why 

I was a Christian and thought I was weird. 

It really challenged my faith and it was 

through a close relationship with Bob 

McKay (BCA locum minister) who was our 

minister at that stage that we were able to 

understand and work through the process 

of what it means to be a Christian in 

Australia. Not only that, but what it means 

to be a real Christian – someone who 

understands that a Christian is a disciple, 

not just a word or organisation. We always 

went to church hoping for a good message 

and a good time rather than realising that 

actually we are the church.”

Johan can also see how God has led 

their church on a growing journey. “Bob 

was an absolute blessing for this church 

and he prepared us for a minister. The work 

that Mary Lewis is now doing in the church 

and the way that the church has been 

developing and understanding our purpose 

in town has just been amazing. Two years 

ago, we were just worried about looking 

after the ten people in church. Now we are 

saying we need to make a change in this 

community and we want to be a missional 

church. We want to focus on making more 

disciples and being disciples – out in our 

work places and at school. It’s just amazing 

how we’ve grown in the last four years and 

I think if BCA didn’t support ministry in 

Roxby Downs and have Bob McKay here to 

keep it going and make everyone hungry for 

a full-time minister, I don’t think it would 

have been as successful.”

The Society gives thanks for how God 
has been working through BCA-supported 
ministry in Roxby Downs and individuals 
like Johan and his family. If you have been 
changed through one of BCA’s ministries, we 
would love to hear from you. Please contact 
the Editor at ra@bushchurchaid.com.au or 
on (02) 9262 5017. •

The Van der Merwes with the Roxby Downs congregation
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The Power of Prayer
Stuart and I prayed long and hard 
and wrestled with God for some time 
before accepting the challenge to go to 
Moranbah to St Francis Anglican Church.

The mission we were given was to 

bring a refreshing new style of ministry 

to rebuild a congregation that had seen 

all of its original members leave a couple 

of years ago. The small but enthusiastic 

congregation that remained were keen to 

see what God 

might do with 

us coming here.

Stuart 

and I enjoyed 

our time in 

Blackwater 

and were 

often in awe 

of the answers 

to prayer we 

received, but in 

the short time 

we have been in Moranbah the activity 

of the Holy Spirit in people’s lives is 

unprecedented.

When we arrived we felt very strongly 

that God was calling us to pray for His 

remnant. As we committed ourselves to this 

task we have seen weekly attendance grow 

and grow and grow. In fact every week God 

brings us new people. They find themselves 

on the doorstep of the church for all sorts 

of reasons. Whether Buddhists wanting 

to learn about Christianity, young couples 

seeking help to get ready for marriage, 

some going through marriage separation, 

having financial difficulties, needing help 

with reading English or just plain lonely. 

Each week we meet more on a Sunday 

morning.

We used Facebook, legwork, letter drops, 

posters and low tech A-frame sign to let 

people know the Anglican Church was open 

with something new happening. Anglicans 

who have not been to church in years 

have been coming back. We are in awe at 

God’s hand 

on Moranbah 

and how He is 

calling people.

We recently 

held the first 

Easter morning 

service in 13 

years and the 

church was full. 

We looked out 

at the sea of 

faces and felt 

humbled. We knew we were in the right 

place at the right time for the Kingdom.

Part of the transformation of this little 

church community has been the making 

of banners and the tireless efforts of Stu’s 

parents, Helen and Frank Haynes, who have 

been here all term helping us get things 

going. I want to give a special thanks to 

them and also to the prayer support we 

have received from the BCA family all over 

Australia. Those prayers are powerful and 

are changing lives here! •

Katherine Haynes Moranbah Qld

Stuart and Kathy with Stuart’s parents and the banners they 
helped to create 
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Reaching Australia, Reaching the World

Throughout April, the Society celebrated 
its many multicultural ministries through 
the financial appeal, Reaching Australia, 
Reaching the World. One story that came 
out through the appeal is that of Nikki 
Alexander, serving with BCA in Kununurra 
beside her husband, Gary.

Years ago and before she was married 

to Gary, Nikki spent a year in rural South 

Korea teaching English to locals. On moving 

to North West Australia and discovering a 

large Korean population amongst the many 

backpackers who stay during tourist season, 

Nikki realised that God had been preparing 

her for this very ministry all those years 

ago. She recently started up three Bible-

based English speaking classes for Koreans, 

Estonians and Thais and while most of 

the students aren’t Christians, many have 

started coming along to church.

On 7th April, the Society teamed up with 

long-time supporters St George’s Hurstville 

NSW and in particular their Cantonese and 

Mandarin services, to launch the appeal. 

Mark Short, BCA National Director, spoke 

at both services as well as popping in to 

the English speaking congregation and the 

young adults’ service. He shared Nikki’s 

story and spoke about how God prepares 

the way and goes before us, just as He did 

with Philip and the Ethiopian in Acts 8.

Senior Minister, The Reverend 

Allan Beaven, found the launch a 

very encouraging experience. “Mark’s 

presentation was very well received in all 

congregations. Though our church has been 

a long-time supporter of BCA, the dramatic 

growth in the Chinese ministry over the 

past 10 years and the emergence of our 

newer ABC (English-speaking Australian 

Born Chinese) congregation has meant that 

organisations such as BCA may not be as 

well understood as they once were. I think 

that the presentation on Sunday went a 

long way to help build new bridges and 

hopefully will translate into more prayer 

and financial support.”

At the time of printing, $55,000 had 

been donated towards the appeal. We wish 

to thank our supporters for their generosity 

and support for our multicultural ministries.

 •

Mark speaking and Revd Albert Leung translating 
at the Cantonese service

Many collected BCA money boxes after the 
service
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From Dream to Reality 

“It’s a pipe dream Philip. It will never 
happen. I’ll believe it when I see it.” 
These are the words I’ve heard a ‘few’ 
times during the past seven years in Port 
Hedland as we looked at doing a building 
project.

The first discussions concerning a better 

use of the land at St Matthew’s were in 

2002 with the then minister, The Reverend 

Bill Ross.

The rectory was becoming run down and 

in want of much 

needed repair. It 

was considered 

too expensive 

to renovate and 

instead it was 

decided to build 

a new rectory. It 

was also decided 

to better utilise 

the land and build 

accommodation on the church block in a 

town which has a chronic housing shortage. 

But how was the church to finance such 

a big project? Who had the time, patience 

and knowledge needed to get this project 

going?

We arrived in Port Hedland in 2006 and 

inherited these questions and numerous 

more. Many prayers, ideas and parish 

council meetings laid the foundation for 

what was to come.

Robert and Dawn Allen, from Eden 

in NSW, were asked by Revd Bill Ross to 

consider coming to Port Hedland to oversee 

the building project. In 2009, after much 

thought and prayer, they agreed and arrived 

with their own caravan for accommodation, 

which they placed under the veranda of the 

church.

Thus the project got the attention to 

detail it needed and things started to 

progress. The parish made some hard 

decisions with the larger vision of long term 

ministry in mind.

One of the 

most important 

decisions was made 

in 2009 when it 

was decided, in 

the short term, 

to transform the 

church in South 

Hedland into a 

residence and rent 

it out in order to 

help finance the project. This provided us 

with much needed funds to draw up plans 

and get council approval.

Plans were drawn up for four residential 

houses, a new rectory, retaining walls and 

new church car park.

During this time things didn’t always go 

to plan. We had problems with the tenant 

at the church. The Council approval process 

hit many road blocks and we were told it 

wasn’t possible to be approved. A caveat 

on the church property had to be lifted. 

The building plans needed to be changed. 

Dawn and Robert Allen

 PORT HEDLAnD’S BuiLDing PROjECT
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From Dream to Reality 

The builders’ quote 

went up by $1M. The 

finances looked set 

to fall through. The 

global financial crunch 

happened. People lost 

their jobs in town. We 

had no housing for an 

assistant minister who 

had already arrived.

At times, in the 

midst of all the 

struggles, it was hard 

to keep to a long term 

vision for the parish. 

I was frustrated that 

I had come to preach 

the gospel and now 

there was this building 

project taking up so much time. But God 

had everything under control and He was 

teaching me and others to trust Him.

Construction commenced in May 

2012. In September the church received a 

substantial donation which has dramatically 

reduced the overall loan.

The short term plan is to rent out the 

four residential houses to pay off the loan 

within ten years. This is achievable because 

of the high rents in outback mining towns. 

One of the wonderful aspects to this 

building project is that no monies from the 

offertory plate will ever have to be used to 

pay off the loan.

The immediate benefit to the church is 

that we have a brand new rectory paid for 

by the rental of the four houses. The new 

larger church car park will also enable safer 

accessibility for people coming for services 

and church activities.

The long term benefits are just as 

significant. The church will become self-

sufficient and have the capacity to expand 

its ministry even further. 

Philip Knight Port Hedland  WA 

BCA is committed to supporting ministry in 
Port Hedland until the end of 2014. Please 
pray for the Society and the Diocese of 
North-West Australia as we consider how 
the parish’s move towards financial self-
sufficiency will open up new possibilities for 
ministry elsewhere. •

Construction is nearing completion

 PORT HEDLAnD’S BuiLDing PROjECT
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Serving in Broken Hill
During April, a group of 14 students and 3 
teachers from Wycliffe Christian School 
(Blue Mountains, NSW) journeyed out to 
Broken Hill to be involved with the work 
of Neville Naden and BCA. The purpose 
of this trip was to serve Neville and the 
community in Broken Hill in any way we 
could.

Upon arriving at BCA House, we met 

up with Neville and worked out a plan 

of action for the week. He expressed a 

desire to have a chook pen built in the 

back garden, as well as to have some 

maintenance done around BCA House.

After some sightseeing and a trip out to 

Mutawintji National Park, it was time for 

our week of activities to begin. On Sunday 

morning, we went to Broken Hill Baptist 

Church to hear Neville preach and to meet 

some members of the community. This was 

a great experience for our students as most 

had not been to smaller rural churches 

before. In the evening, we were guests at 

the Living Desert Indigenous Church service 

which, for the first time, was being run by 

the youth. This was a really special time for 

our students as they were able to interact 

with some members of the Indigenous 

Christian community in Broken Hill, as well 

as meeting some people their own age 

(whom we would later share dinner with 

over a camp fire). One student reflected 

that “it was wonderful to see the youth 

lead the service at Living Desert Indigenous 

Church and share their encounters with 

the Lord”. Funnily enough, one of our 

Indigenous students found a long lost 

cousin in Yubba Green, who has been 

working with the youth (they are both from 

North Queensland).

On Monday, students started their 

service activities. One group went out with 

Neville to get some supplies for building 

the chook pen, while others went to buy 

cleaning products to clean the many 

windows around BCA House. One tyre blow-

out later, both groups were ready to start 

on their projects.

Many of the students commented 

that these service experiences were the 

highlights of their time in Broken Hill. One 

student remarked, “I have really enjoyed 

coming to Broken Hill. I have liked the 

relaxed atmosphere, how things have been 

flexible. I also liked having options eg. doing 

the chook pen or cleaning around BCA 

house”. There was much satisfaction when 

Completing the chook pen

Resting after sightseeing
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Serving in Broken Hill
the chook pen was finished and students 

could see their hard work in cleaning the 

windows and the kitchen area. One student 

even commented, “I would have loved to 

have done more for the wider community, 

but knowing that what we have done has 

been appreciated is a reward in itself.”

The last night of our trip was a highlight 

for most, as we spent the evening around 

the camp fire with new friends from Living 

Desert Indigenous Church. Neville had 

started the camp fire earlier in the day and 

had been making some wonderfully tasty 

stews in camp ovens, while our students 

made hamburgers. It was a lovely way 

to conclude our trip, sharing in food and 

fellowship. There was a pretty serious 

basketball game held afterwards as well.

This experience was really significant 

for our students as they were able to 

participate in a community that is vastly 

different from their own, as well as putting 

their faith into action through serving 

others. One student said, “On this trip I 

have learned that everyone has different 

ways to show their faith to God and their 

devotion...It was great that we were all able 

to work so well as a team when we needed 

to.” Another student was really appreciative, 

saying, “The experience has been incredible 

and fantastic. I express my gratitude to 

Revd Neville Naden and his family for their 

hospitality.”

It was wonderful to be able to pray for 

Neville and Kath and their involvement 

with the community in Broken Hill, and 

to have students express desires to come 

back and visit and continue this special 

relationship. As teachers of these students, 

it was a blessing to see them work so 

enthusiastically and to embrace every 

opportunity they were given to serve and 

put others first. We are looking forward to 

taking more students out to Broken Hill in 

the future to share in this valuable ministry 

and continue to build the relationship 

between Living Desert Indigenous Church, 

BCA and Wycliffe Christian School. •

Mrs Edwina McCarron
Teacher of English and Studies of Religion, 

Wycliffe Christian School
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Equipped for doing His will
May the God of peace equip you with 
everything good for doing his will, 
working in you what is pleasing to him ...

These words conclude the service of 

Praise, Prayer and Proclamation in ‘A Prayer 

Book for Australia’. The Roxby Downs 

Christian Community Church (RDCCC) is 

witness to this truth. The faithful work of 

God in equipping His people with vision and 

determination and a passion for the gospel 

over the last 25 years bears abundant fruit. 

This work has been in partnership with BCA, 

the Anglican Diocese of Willochra and the 

Synod of the Uniting Church of Australia. 

The constant movement of people in and 

out of Roxby Downs keeps the congregation 

stable in numbers; many people have come 

to love and serve God here and, better 

equipped, have moved to other places of 

ministry. All the time the people here have 

been maturing in faith, hope and love of 

God and understanding what it is to “go 

into all the world and ... make disciples.”

When the Church is convicted that they 

are called to be co-workers in God’s vision 

and mission of overflowing love and grace 

for the world to know and love and serve 

Him, then they give out of that abundant 

provision. RDCCC knows that abundance 

first hand through the generosity of its 

partners. From the beginning, BCA has 

ensured that there is a supported field 

worker in place; the Diocese ensured 

the land and a building for ministry and 

administrative and pastoral oversight for 

that ministry; the Uniting Church provided 

housing and a ministry seed fund. There has 

been faithful biblical teaching and pastoring 

by field workers and other ministers. There 

has been wise, godly leadership of the 

congregation. These provisions have blessed 

the church and the local communities.

We really value our partnership with BCA 

as it keeps mission at our heart as well as 

ensuring that there will always be a field 

worker here, even if the congregational 

One of RDCCC’s Messy Church services The leadership team on retreat
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Equipped for doing His will

numbers decline. The congregation is now 

contributing 65% of the priest’s stipend 

and a greater proportion to support the 

Diocese. We give 15% of our financial 

income to local and global mission work. 

We are praying to appoint a second full 

time minister with a focus on evangelism 

and outreach and we are committed to 

providing for their housing and living.  

Our current giving and prayer support that 

commitment. We partly support a youth 

minister for a combined churches’ youth 

group and will cover the ministry costs of 

Jane and Frank Harris as they join us for 

eight months each year in pastoral and 

project support ministries. Out of God’s 

blessing to us we want to share with others.

When people review our financial 

statements and budget, some ask us, “So, 

will you cut the relationship with BCA now? 

Why don’t you take over the full stipend 

of your priest?” The support we receive 

through our connection with BCA is much 

more than financial, though that is very 

important. We want to keep partnering with 

you and allowing you to partner in God’s 

mission in Roxby Downs through your gifts 

of prayer and money and encouragement. 

Your contribution to the priest’s stipend and 

ministry costs enables the development of 

other ministries. I believe these ministries 

may change shape over time and need 

varying amounts of money and resourcing. 

They need to have flexibility to meet the 

need of a rapidly changing world. We will 

always need a pastor and priest. We look to 

you to keep those in place with us and we 

look to you to be partners in the changing 

faces of gospel ministry, however they 

develop under God, over the next 25 years.

Thank you for equipping us with 

everything good for doing His will. •

Mary Lewis Roxby Downs SA

getting into a Messy Church service
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Geographical knowledge isn’t usually a 
pre-requisite for visiting the BCA offices, 
but as a group of Year Six girls from 
Danebank Anglican School for Girls 
discovered, it can certainly come in handy.

On 12th March 2013, seventeen 

Danebank girls visited the Sydney BCA 

Office with Laraine Lucas, Head of the 

Junior School. In an annual tradition, they 

were taken on a tour of the office in smaller 

groups and introduced to the staff and 

their different roles, before coming back 

together for a presentation about BCA. 

This year’s presentation, however, was a bit 

different to normal.

After discussing how God uses ordinary, 

everyday people such as BCA Field Staff and 

even ourselves to spread His good news, the 

girls discovered they had the tricky task of 

finding some BCA locations on a giant map 

of Australia. There was a bit of difficulty 

locating Kangaroo Island and a few giggles 

over whether to search for Port Hedland 

inland or on the coast, but overall they did 

exceptionally well.

The office staff were very impressed 

by the girls’ enthusiasm and keen interest, 

calling them the most interactive group to 

visit so far! If you or your school would like 

to support BCA and visit the BCA offices, 

contact info@bushchurchaid.com.au for 

more information. •

Touring the BCA Office

ANGLICAN PARISH OF SuNRAYSIA SOuTH
RED CLIFFS, VICTORIA

For more information, visit www.bibleinthebush.org.au  
or contact 03 5024 2521
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In February last year, Natalie was 
diagnosed with breast cancer and 
required treatment in Sydney. This meant 
we were all in Sydney from then until 
October.

Nat’s treatment took most of her energy 

and meant large changes to how we were 

operating as a family. Natalie is currently in 

remission from 

this cancer and 

thus slowly 

getting her 

strength back. 

We are glad 

Nat’s cancer 

treatment is 

finished and 

thankful that 

we have learnt 

to trust God in 

any circumstance. We have also been a part 

of God showing us how much He cares for 

our family.

In our time of need it was fantastic 

having people from around Australia 

blessing us through prayers, sending Natalie 

emails and cards, cooking meals, letting us 

borrow their cars, offering accommodation, 

paying for our children’s school fees, flights, 

and so on. BCA generously helped to cover 

some of our requirements and our ‘sending 

church’ Gymea Anglican was also very 

supportive and encouraging.

The Kununurra Christian community had 

also been praying for us continually. When 

we returned in October, we were warmly 

greeted and supported back to Kununurra 

by the St James congregation. Since being 

back in Kununurra we have had many 

opportunities to share our stronger faith 

and trust in our Lord Jesus. On one such 

occasion I had been out for an afternoon of 

fishing with the boys. When arriving home 

I went to our rear sliding door to peer in 

and to my surprise some of our Indigenous 

friends were 

visiting! They 

had also 

invited another 

four ladies 

that did not 

know the Lord. 

It turned out 

the ladies had 

come to meet 

Nat and had a 

first time Bible 

study, followed by a long prayer session. It 

was a great afternoon for the Kingdom.

Since being back we have been slowly 

restarting our ministries, including Bible 

studies and home and prison visitations. We 

are actively seeking everyday evangelism 

opportunities as well as loving locally 

displaced children. Jim has also recently 

become aware of opportunities for more 

ministries with Indigenous people.

Through this experience, we have 

realised our dependence on your prayers 

and are so thankful to our Lord Jesus for 

the work of BCA. •

Jim and Natalie Watson
Co-Workers in Kununurra WA

The Watsons reflect on 2012

The Watsons in early 2012
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I suspect most would agree that starting a 
new job and moving interstate to a remote 
town would be a daunting prospect. 

My wife and I had prayerfully considered 

many things and made the decision to 

move to Karratha, in North West Australia, 

to work in a BCA Ministry Training 

Arrangement with Les and Jenny Gaulton. 

One thing I did not factor in was rupturing 

my Achilles tendon during a church cricket 

match just days before we were due to fly 

out.

I had surgery, our flight was rescheduled, 

we missed the arrival of our belongings 

at our new house and I was non-weight 

bearing for six weeks. If you want to make 

unpacking hard, do it with an 18 month old 

daughter and be on crutches! Aside from 

the frustration that there was so much I 

couldn’t do, what have I learned and what 

can I be thankful for?

I was reminded of the time when Paul 

was forced to spend entire winters stuck 

in transit to somewhere else. It must have 

been so frustrating! Not only that, but we 

know that he suffered from an un-named 

ailment, again how frustrating that must 

have been. But he heard the word from 

God, ‘My grace is sufficient for you for 

my power is perfected in weakness.’ (2 

Corinthians 12:9) I can’t imagine that was 

easy for Paul to hear. Yet when he fully 

understood it, indeed when we understand 

it, how liberating it is! God does not need 

me able bodied, powerful and strong. 

Instead, He gives me His grace when I am 

weak.

Knowing that God’s grace is sufficient 

doesn’t take away the frustration itself, but 

it gives us the courage to not give up in 

frustration. And it makes us see that the 

true frustration is that Christ Jesus has not 

yet returned to put this world (including 

our bodies) to rights. Even more than this, 

knowing that God’s grace is sufficient, we 

can be confident even in the face of death. 

God promised us life in His Son Jesus and 

He has guaranteed us life by giving us His 

Reminders of God’s Provisions

David’s first Sunday preaching without his moon 
boot

The Mitchells
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Reminders of God’s Provisions

Spirit. It isn’t all about me and my work. It 

is all about God and His grace working in 

me.

I’ve also seen the love and power of God 

at work in my Christian family—so many 

have been so accommodating. Those around 

us in Sydney looked after us for the extra 

time. Karratha Anglican church had already 

spent a lot of time and money preparing 

us a house to live in. The effort was visible 

in the quality of our new home. When we 

arrived, they had a welcome basket for us 

and milk in the fridge. That is hospitality 

and it didn’t stop there! They helped us 

unpack, move furniture and invited us out 

for meals. Those in Sydney may have loved 

us only because they knew us (although 

that’s not true), but those in Karratha did 

not know us. They loved us only because 

they were captured by the love of Christ. 

When we needed help, God provided it in 

our brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus. I 

thank God for them. I suspect that many in 

the church acted because they knew it was 

the right thing to do, but the truth is that 

their work was very precious to God and 

has brought praise and thanks to Him.

Daphne ‘helping’ to unpack

Top: David building relationships with seafarers
Above: The new evening service in Karratha

As I write this I am now able to walk 

in a moon boot. I’m looking forward to 

getting back to normal and working harder 

proclaiming Jesus and growing His people. 

Pray that I do recover, but that I don’t 

forget what I’ve seen in this time. •

David Mitchell
Karratha MTA
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Assisting Those Affected by Natural Disaster
The Society would like to thank 
supporters for their compassion and 
financial generosity in response to the 
bushfires and floods earlier this year. In 
total, $125,000 was given which BCA has 
been able to pass on to Dioceses and 
areas in need.

In addition 

to this money, 

which will assist 

Christians on 

the ground 

to provide 

counselling, 

pastoral care 

and practical 

assistance to 

people whose 

lives have been turned upside down, BCA 

continues to work with churches in affected 

areas during the recovery process through 

the provision of Mental Health First Aid 

training.

Queensland Regional Officer, Ian 

McGrath, conducted such a course at 

Coonabarabran a few weeks after fires 

devastated the town. “On 13th March, 

I conducted SafeTALK which is Suicide 

awareness for everyone and to enable them 

to be more comfortable with talking to 

those who may be contemplating suicide. 

It is not only knowing what to say but also 

how to recognise the signs that people may 

be contemplating taking their own life. Why 

is BCA paying me to travel to a small town 

like Coonabarabran? (The course is three 

hours in length, but it took me a lot longer 

than that to drive there and then back 

home!) The simple reason is that everyone 

is important to God no matter where they 

live. Helping Church members to care for 

people in their communities in a practical 

way is a privilege. And as I say in the 

course, you only ever need to use what you 

learn with one 

person, to know 

that attending 

SafeTALK was 

worth the time. 

The reality is 

that following 

droughts, 

floods, 

bushfires or just 

the day-to-day 

stresses of life, anyone may contemplate 

suicide.”

Minister at Coonabarabran Anglican, 

The Reverend Al Willett, says they found 

the course very helpful. “The people 

who attended the course expressed an 

appreciation for it. They felt they were 

better equipped or encouraged to be able 

to approach people without tipping them 

over the edge. I think we’re going to be 

finding a few more people considering 

suicide because as time goes on, especially 

as winter draws in, waiting for your home 

and being away from the home you’ve lost 

becomes a bit more challenging.”

If you would like a Mental Health First 

Aid course run at your church, please 

contact your Regional Office.  •
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Good Stewardship

Preferred commencement date — Late 2013.
BCA, an evangelical mission agency ministering within the Anglican Church throughout 

Australia, is seeking an ordained Anglican who has a passion for mission plus proven gifts in 
strategic thinking, communication, pastoral care and mobilising volunteers. Self-management and 
administrative abilities are essential. The nature of the task requires the person to have plenty of 

energy and a high level of self-motivation.  
Previous involvement with BCA would be an advantage but not essential.

The successful applicant would need to work in Sydney, be licensed by the Archbishop of Sydney 
and other Diocesan Bishops in the region and be subject to the Faithfulness in Service code for 

clergy and church workers. Applications close on Wednesday, June 19th 2013

For a Position Description, further information or to make an application with CV, 
contact the National Director, Revd Dr Mark Short on:  

Mark.Short@bushchurchaid.com.au  
(02) 9262 5017, Level 7, 37 York St Sydney NSW 2000

The Bush Church Aid Society of Australia invites mission-minded 
applicants for the position of Regional Officer for NSW/ACT

Mary handed me her money box just  
before the Sunday service. 

That afternoon I opened the box and 

counted the collection of coins 

that came to just over 

$26.00 and included $3 

in the original 50 cent 

coins. Separating these 

from the remainder I paid 

the money into the bank 

with a request to verify the legal 

tender on the six 50 cent coins. The teller 

checked and replied that the bank would 

give $3.00 for the six coins, but suggested 

that I approach the coin collector shop 

as they could be worth up to $3.00 each. 

Before proceeding I checked with Mary the 

following Friday. On the Sunday she wanted 

to know how much I was able to get for the 

coins, but unfortunately I had not been able 

to visit the shop. The following Tuesday I 

placed the coins on the 

counter of the Coin & 

Stamp shop and the owner 

checking the computer 

announced they were worth 

$7.00 each. He then asked if I 

wanted to keep the coins or sell 

them. I replied quickly sell them. 

Thus returning a profit of $39.00 on the 

original $3.00.

Mary was delighted, as is BCA. •

Dennis Quinn
Tasmanian Regional Officer
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Reflections from BCA’s Treasurer
How long have you served 
as BCA Treasurer and what 
made you decide to take on 
this role?

I have been the Honorary 

Treasurer for 8 years. When the 

Lord led Brian Roberts to ask 

me, I knew I should serve in 

this way.

Tell us about your family
I married Stacy at St 

Matthew’s West Pymble in 

Sydney 25 years ago and now 

have three beautiful daughters. 

We all attend St Matthew’s and 

enjoy it there.

What do you do outside of 

BCA ministry?

I am the Chief Information 

Officer at Fire & Rescue NSW. 

In that role, I look after the 

radio and computer systems 

that help the Emergency 

Services keep the community 

safe. It is nice that I can help 

people through both my roles.

What do you like to do in your 
spare time?

At home I am the Chief 

Memory Officer, responsible 

for recording important family 

events and cataloging them 

on my computer. I also enjoy 

researching my family history 

and, if I get an idle moment, 

I enjoy trying to solve the 

riddles of the universe through 

theoretical astrophysics.

When did you come to faith?
As a cynical, scientific-

minded and rational teenager, I 

asked God to prove to me that 

He existed. After he did that, I 

asked God to prove to me that 

Jesus is the only way to Him – 

which he did rather strongly. 

He changed my life at that 

point and I have never looked 

back. I am very grateful.

INTERVIEW WITH 
RICHARD HOST
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Reflections from BCA’s Treasurer
As the Honorary Treasurer, I am always 
conscious of how God moves so many 
people to give financially and in prayer 
to His work every year, every month, and 
every week. I know that God can do His 
work regardless, yet it is wonderful how 
He lets us participate in His work.

The fact that so many people contribute 

in so many ways to the work of BCA 

is affirmation that God has a plan to 

accomplish a great deal across this nation 

in coming years.

I am humbled as I see people of different 

ages, place, and stages of life called to 

give. Many understand the importance of a 

commitment to regular giving to ministry. 

It is this consistent giving that allows BCA 

to commit to providing ministry placements 

in needy towns for several years at a time 

until that church becomes self-sustaining. 

Of course, this consistent giving is made 

easier these days by recurring automatic 

payments directly from bank accounts, 

something that makes forward planning at 

BCA more certain.

The committed giving that comes 

via BCA boxes sent in through the local 

churches also impresses me. This kind of 

giving, though generally in coins, makes 

a real difference as to what BCA can 

achieve in ministry each year. It also allows 

parents to teach their children about the 

importance of giving something back to 

help others.

Then I see how people, on top of their 

regular giving, respond so willingly to 

appeals for special needs that arise through 

fires, floods, and other callings. How the 

Lord moves in people’s hearts!

Lastly, I stand in awe when I see the 

legacies that people leave at the end 

of their lives. These legacies, over time, 

have built a foundation that provides a 

continuing support for BCA’s ministry. It is 

heartening to know that the dollars left as 

a legacy by someone today will continue to 

provide ministry to many people for years 

to come.

As Honorary Treasurer, I attend the 

BCA Executive Council on a regular basis 

and have the privilege of being part of 

a team of Godly, wise and committed 

Christian people. Occasionally I think that 

I don’t deserve to be there among these 

wonderful people. But then, I know that 

I have been called to serve the Lord, and 

to learn and be encouraged by what I see 

being accomplished through the ministry 

of BCA. Thank you for your participation in 

this ministry and for letting me serve in this 

way. •

Richard Host Hon. Treasurer

SuppoRt BCA  
in youR Will
Make your money work for the Gospel 
when you have entered the Kingdom.
Many lives continue to grow towards 
Jesus through the faithful departed 
friends of BCA.
For more information on making a 
BCA bequest contact your Regional 
office. (see front inside cover for contact details)
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Post and Rails

FAREWELL
Revd Chris Clerke has retired from the 

Board of BCA. Chris and his wife Marilyn 

were farewelled by the BCA Executive 

on 21st March. Chris spent 25 years on 

Council, including 15 of those on Executive. 

He is one of our last links with BCA’s 

aviation ministry and along with his wife, 

Marilyn, served as Field Staff from 1972 – 

1986.

Don Allen has 

retired from 

the position 

of Chairperson 

Queensland/N.

NSW Regional 

Committee and 

BCA Councillor 

after 13 years. 

He and his wife 

Val have moved to a more rural lifestyle.

We are thankful to Chris and to Don 

for their faithfulness and the wisdom they 

brought to BCA Council for many years.

At the recent Queensland/N.NSW Regional 

AGM, the Revd John Nicholls was 

appointed as the new Chairperson following 

Don Allen’s resignation.

Alison Pearce will commence her 

maternity leave at the end of May and 

Timothy Adkins will step in to the 

Media and Communications Officer’s role 

during her absence. Following the birth, 

the announcement of Alison and John’s 

child will appear on Facebook and on our 

website. In the meantime we look forward 

to having Timothy join us on Level 7.

WELCOME
We welcome David and Trudy Robinson 

as BCA’s most recent Co-workers based in 

Northampton in the diocese of North West 

Australia. David and Trudy, having driven 

from Sydney, have been working as Pastoral 

Assistants since the middle of March at 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church. Northampton 

is a historic town with a population of 

800 located 60km north of Geraldton in 

farmland. They are working alongside part 

time ministers Peter Harris and Eldred 

Royce. David completed a Diploma in Bible 

and Mission at Moore College last year 

Don Allen and Fred Chilton

Marilyn and Chris Clerke

Trudy and David Robinson
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Post and Rails

April Bottom Scholarship

and prior to that he had been working in 

engineering.

Revd Rob Healy has been appointed 

Regional Officer for Western Australia and 

will commence in this role on 1st July. Rob 

with his wife, Kaye, served with BCA in 

Karratha as Assistant to Revd Philip Knife 

before moving to Dongara/Mingenew, 

NWA. Most recently Rob has been Rector 

of Balcatta/Hamersley parish in Perth since 

2006. He has also been a BCA Council 

member since May 2007. •
Kaye and Rob Healy

Applications are now being invited for 
the 2014 April Bottom Scholarship, worth 
$9,500.

The April Bottom Scholarship was set up 

to assist families from the Parish of the Far 

West and Broken Hill with the education of 

their children, particularly where students 

needed to leave the region in order to 

achieve their education potential.

To be eligible, you must:
•  Be a resident of the Parish of Broken Hill 

and the Far West.

•  Undertake study outside the Parish in 

2014.

•  Submit your completed application by 

the closing date and have it verified by 

parents/carers.

•  Provide your last year’s academic 

records and any other information (e.g. 

sporting, academic achievements, club 

memberships, etc.) to support your 

application.

The winner 

for the 2014 

Scholarship will 

be notified in 

mid-October 

this year and 

the amount 

of $9,500 will 

go towards 

their tuition 

fees/boarding fees/text books, etc. as 

they commence their studies in 2014. 

Applications close on 6th September, 2013.

The 2013 recipient, Emma Camilleri, from 

Broken Hill has commenced her Bachelor of 

Health Science at the University of South 

Australia. The scholarship is paying for 

Emma’s accommodation fees, enabling her 

to stay on campus and focus on her studies.

Applications can be downloaded from 

our website: www.bushchurchaid.com.au •

Emma Camilleri, April 
Bottom Scholarship 
winner for 2013
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I first made contact with BCA in my early 
twenties. The Reverend John Greenwood 
came to my Parish in western Sydney on a 
BCA deputation visit. 

It was an inspiration to hear that 

God was calling people to uproot from 

comfortable city 

living and relocate to 

‘outback’ or isolated 

communities in this 

vast Country. I was 

impressed to learn 

that people with 

a wide variety of 

learning and skills 

responded to this 

call of God. The 

challenges ahead 

were usually great 

in magnitude but 

willingly faced. As a 

result, the scriptures 

were taught and proclaimed and these 

servants of God witnessed to the Good 

News we have in Jesus by their personal 

example, giving people the opportunity to 

learn and respond by becoming believers.

I have gained greater insight into 

this magnificent ministry and the people 

involved as my wife and I travelled through 

much of Queensland and northern New 

South Wales as BCA Deputationists, and 

earlier in Victoria and Tasmania. We have 

met Field Staff, Nomads and volunteers, and 

also watched administration staff go more 

than the extra mile in doing their job and 

in being helpful. It is an inspiration to meet 

individuals and congregations who have 

been so faithful in prayer and sacrificial 

giving. What has deeply impressed us is 

the generosity with which people give of 

themselves, their time and money to help 

spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Sometimes that giving 

is at great cost. Not 

everyone can cope with 

heat and humidity. It 

can be very lonely and 

isolating to be far away 

from the stimulation 

of a large town or city, 

and it can be lonely 

in an isolated large 

town. The budget can 

be easily strained and 

relationships tested 

when the cost of living 

escalates because of 

isolation and when it 

can take weeks to get replacement parts to 

effect repairs to broken equipment. There 

can also be a cost involved in educating 

and caring for children in more remote 

locations.

St. Paul was greatly encouraged when 

he wrote “You Philippians indeed know that 
in the early days of the gospel, when I left 
Macedonia, no church shared with me in the 
matter of giving and receiving, except you 
alone.” (Philippians 4: 15) My wife Ida and 

I have shared in this blessing of giving and 

receiving, and we hope it is your experience 

too. •

Ernest Horth  BCA Councillor

Councillors Column
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From the Archives
Just 12 years after taking the reins S.J. 
Kirkby, BCA’s Organising Missioner 
reported that running the outreach and 
mission operations was getting tougher.

The depression and drought was not 

only causing concern for the people on 

the land but the Society’s support base 

was struggling to keep the usual support 

in place.

Kirkby in his Letter to supporters in 

September 1931 wrote:

The sums of one shilling and £250 
means that there were about 5,000 
supporters in 1931. Today with more than 
30,000 BCA supporters, a suggestion of 
$10 would mean $300,000 extra would be 
in action for mission across Australia even 
in these tough economic times.

In 1931 BCA was facing a huge deficit 

of £500. It finished the year in balance 

thanks to the supporters who took note of 

Kirkby’s statement of where things were 

at.

“ So I ask you” he wrote “ not to think 

about the matter , but to act on it. We 

pray [to] God that you become a sharer in 

His work in this big land of Australia” and 

they did and you have continued it. Praise 

be to God!

Or as Kirkby closed the year 1931 with 

the quote from Nehemiah 8:10 - “Eat the 
fat, drink the sweet, and send portions 
unto him for whom nothing is prepared”. •

Brian Roberts   
Honorary Archivist

“Cheerful sacrifice is a great asset”

Clem Kirkby has asked the Editor to 
express Clem’s thanks for the kind words 
of appreciation he received for his work 
in the Archives from so many, following 
the suggestion in The Real Australian 

of Spring 2012
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 CARDS
BCA 009 Real Australia Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70
BCA 011 Bygone Days Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70
 MuSIC
BCA 229 Bring on the Day Garage Hymnal $24.95
BCA 233  Super Saviour - Double CD Colin Buchanan $24.95
BCA 223 A Very Very Very Big God Emu $16.95
BCA 219 Meet the King Emu $16.95
BCA 205 Outrageous Praise 2 CD set $33.00
BCA 206 Outrageous Praise Songbook $16.50
BCA 210 10,9,8 God is Great Buchanan $24.95
BCA 221 Jesus Rocks the World Buchanan $24.95
BCA 226 Moving Devotions with Buspa Dreamswork $25.00
BCA 227  Colin’s Favourites DVD Plus Live in Sydney 2000 Buchanan $19.95
BCA 231 J is for Jesus Karen Pang $19.95
BCA 232 Living On The Inside Greg Jones $30.00
BCA 234 Take My Life Garage Hymnal $19.95
BCA 235  Seventy Times Seven by Steve Morrison Steve Morrison $24.95
 BOOKS
BCA 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust Kerry Medway $8.00
BCA 117 Desperate Kerry Medway $8.00
BCA 101 The Meaning of Life Jeanette Fogarty $12.00
BCA 111 Fox Tales from Far Flung Places Barbara Fox $16.50
BCA 107 After the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00
 BCA 112 The Last Lessons Audrey Aspeling $15.00

Gift Catalogue

BCA 018  BCA Bilby $15.00 BCA 132  Free Too by Chris Thiele $24.00
BCA 128 Amazing Grace by Peter Rahme $7.95

ON SPECIAL!
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 BOOKS
BCA 127  Teenage Bushranger  Kerry Medway $19.95
BCA 128 Amazing Grace Peter Rahme $7.95
BCA 129 Dying To Be Heard David Hart $44.95
BCA 131 Party Cakes – Cookbook Julie Lanham $17.99
BCA 137  Hip Hip Hooray – Cookbook  Julie Lanham  $24.95
BCA 132 Free Too   Chris Thiele ON SPECIAL $24.00
BCA 135 Losing my Religion  Tom Frame $34.95
 CHILDRENS BOOKS
BCA 133 Francy The Fearful Firefly Jen Anderson $14.95
BCA 134 Lenny the Lying Lemur Jen Anderson $14.95
  Set of hardcovers  ON SPECIAL  $25.00
BCA 236 Quiz Worx pack  (CD and Comic) $19.95
 SELF HELP AND EDuCATIONAL
BCA 125 Tibby Briar–Her Story Phyllis Collie $4.00
BCA 123 Good Grief–Bad Time Terrence C.T. Tung-Yep $18.00
BCA 116 Faith & New Frontiers Brian Underwood $22.00
BCA 122 Aboriginal Stereotypes Alan Rogers $8.00
BCA 121 White Fella Culture A must for Nomads $12.00
 GIFT IDEAS
BCA 010 BCA Tie  $25.00
BCA 013 BCA Teatowel   $8.00
BCA 014 BCA Goldtone Pen (refillable) $7.50
BCA 018  The BCA Bilby – BCA for Kids Mascot  $15.00
BCA 318  2 Gift-boxed Old Fashioned glasses $15.00
BCA 319  2 Gift-boxed High Ball glasses  $15.00

Gift Catalogue

NEW!

BCA 133  Francy The Fearful Firefly by Jen Anderson $14.95
BCA 134  Lenny The Lying Lemur by Jen Anderson $14.95
BCA 017 NEW Blue Wren Notelets $6.50

BuY A SET OF HARDCOVERS FOR 
THE SPECIAL PRICE OF ONLY $25
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BCA CODE DESCRIPTION QuANTITY $ TOTAL

SUB-TOTAL

PLUS Postage and handling charges–$8.50 per order

TOTAL

My cheque/money order is attached for  

Please debit my:

 Mastercard   Visa American Express

      expires on

Name on credit card Signature

 

 $

 $

Please complete this merchandise order form
Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address       

     postcode

email     telephone

Supporter number. (if available)
We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $8.50 per 
delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

Real Australian Gift Order Form

Orders can be made online at our website www.bushchurchaid.com.au
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I would like to receive:

I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order  Credit card–please complete details below

 Mastercard Visacard  American Express

Name on credit card

Credit card number

Expires on _________ Signature ______________________________________

Personal details
Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address

  postcode

email  telephone

Supporter number (if available)

  The Real Australian magazine & 
prayer notes

 The Real Australian magazine
  A money box for my donations

  Information about how I can 
support BCA through my Will

  Information on how I can 
donate shares to BCA

I would like to support ministry in one of the following three ways:

2. I wish to make a regular donation

 Monthly  Quarterly  6 Monthly  Annually

 By direct debit from my account From my credit card 

An authorisation form will be sent to 

you for completion

3. Donations can be made directly to our bank account. PLEASE use your Supporter 
number as a reference (or for anonymous donations–the reference ANON followed by the 
first letter of your State). Our Bank details are: Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

$1. My donation of  to BCA’s ministry–General Funds
 Please tick here if you need your donation to be placed in a DGR fund
(Tax deductible–Kirkby Trust; Medical; Outback Education; where most needed)
 My merchandise Order Form is attached

Response Form
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